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Dear friends of the Australia-China Youth Dialogue (ACYD),

This Summary Report chronicles the what, why and who of the sixth ACYD, held in Brisbane, Australia, from December 4-7, 2015. 
The ACYD Board and its Executive Team worked tirelessly throughout the year to execute this unique and dynamic meeting of minds 
between Australia and Greater China’s emerging and current leaders.

Via our Global Alumni Network, our Partners, our Leadership Council and many friends, the ACYD Board and its Executive Team 
selected 30 delegates across Australia, Greater China, and the world-at large, with the aim of attracting an inter-disciplinary, high-
calibre blend of Australian and Chinese citizens aged 25-40; men and women with a demonstrable sense of intellectual curiosity, active 
civic duty, and authentic leadership as demonstrated by track records of success in their chosen fields.

As usual, our delegates represented a rich array of backgrounds, including: corporate executives; key government ministry officials; an 
elected member of the Australian Federal Parliament; finance, law and engineering professionals; cutting-edge scientists; think-tank 
intellectuals; and creative industry thought leaders. This year’s delegates will join the 150 ACYD delegate alumni who are moving into 
positions of influence and leadership across the spectrum of the Australia-Greater China dynamic. The depth, breadth, and scale of the 
broader ACYD alumni network – delegates, organisers, and speakers – presents a platform of unparalleled access, ideas generation, 
and scope for spin-off collaboration. 

The ACYD Board and its Executive Team believes that access to unique networks and peer support between high-performing, 
internationally-oriented Australians and Chinese drawn from a range of sectors provides a carefully calibrated people-to-people 
exchange force multiplier. It is in this privileged sphere that the ACYD functions to the net benefit of Australia-Greater China relations.

The ACYD Board and its Executive Team wishes to express our sincere thanks for the ongoing support of our Partners, our Leadership 
Council and our Global Alumni Network. It is with their collective ongoing support that we look forward to planning, crafting and 
executing the seventh ACYD in 2016.

We hope you enjoy this Summary Report.

HENRY F. MAKEHAM
Founder and Chair of the Board The ACYD delegates and organisers at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, the Gold Coast
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JULIA GORMLY
Strategic Policy Division, Department 
of Defence 

The ACYD was a mind-broadening journey 
of intensive learning, lively discussion and 
new friendships. I arrived expecting to 
meet young Australians and Chinese who 
wanted to contribute to a brighter future. 
Instead, I met a collection of young people 
who are already doing just that, showing 
great leadership in a remarkable range 
of ways. I returned from the ACYD feeling 
energised and optimistic about the future.

AMY PAN
Advisor, Rio Tinto China 

The well designed sessions enable rich 
and meaningful dialogue and create fun. 
I am deeply impressed and inspired by all 
the speakers, delegates and organisers. 

MATT BAKER
Biophysicist, UNSW

A frenetic meeting of minds, at a 
relentless pace, with absolutely everyone 
contributing from different angles 
towards a complex multifaceted future of 
Australia-China relations.

ACYD DELEGATE TESTIMONIALS
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A Queensland Welcome

Session 1: Welcome and historical 
overview of the Australia-China 
relationship

Over lunch at our partner Corrs Chambers 
Westgarth’s office in Brisbane, former 
Foreign Minister Professor Bob Carr 
officially opened the ACYD. He spoke of 
China’s rapid economic development 
and the importance for people to people 
exchange, using first hand examples from 
his time as Australia’s top diplomat.

Session 2: AIIB, the Global 
Infrastructure Hub and One Belt, 
One Road – infrastructure in 
Australia, China and Greater Asia 
in the 21st century

Delegates heard from session chair 
and 2014 ACYD delegate Aidan Lavin on 
the drivers behind Asia’s infrastructure 
revolution to improve living standards 
and increase economic growth. 
The session considered the roles of 
supporting initiatives including President 
Xi’s ambitious One Belt One Road 
connectivity project, the Chinese-led 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, 
the Australian Government’s Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility and the 
G20’s new Global Infrastructure Hub 
based in Sydney.

Joined by panellists Ryan Manuel 
(Australian National University), John 
Denton AO (Corrs Chambers Westgarth) 
and Michael Carter (Aurizon), the session 
explored:

• the politics of One Belt One Road and 
the competitive tension between the 
myriad of Chinese participants;

• the focus on public infrastructure 
development by governments at the 
recent APEC and G20 meetings and how 
Australian-led initiatives like the Global 
Infrastructure Hub can achieve success;

• how Australian companies can 
successfully partner with Chinese 
companies to develop infrastructure 
projects in the region, including 
experiences from Aurizon’s high profile 
joint venture with China’s state-owned 
Baosteel in Western Australia;

• whether Australia can utilise China’s 
world leading expertise to connect 
Australia’s major cities by high speed 
rail; and

• current issues and challenges to 
infrastructure development, including 
foreign investment and security concerns.

Session 3: Welcome reception at 
Government House

The Governor of Queensland hosted the 
delegates at a special welcome reception 
at his residence. The Governor spoke of 
his recent trip to Greater China and the 
importance of people to people exchange.

DAY 1 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4

THEMES:

THE AUSTRALIA-CHINA HISTORICAL RELATIONSHIP  
INFRASTRUCTURE
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The day began with a warm welcome 
from Jessica Gallagher, Deputy Director 
of Global Engagement at the University of 
Queensland, who hosted our session at 
their beautiful campus in Brisbane. 

Session 4: Urbanisation, 
sustainability, iconic buildings and 
the recent FTA announcement

The speed and scale of recent urbanisation 
in China is unprecedented in human 
history. Australia’s capital cities also 
face daunting urban planning challenges 
over the coming decades. Delegates 
heard from Lei Li, a registered architect 
and associate at COX, and Chi Tang, a 
registered architect working for BVN, 
both from preeminent and established 
Australian architecture firms working in 
Australia, China and around the world. 
This session was facilitated in Mandarin 
by 2014 ACYD delegate Scott Flett, with 
simultaneous English translation. 

Session 5: Security and 
international affairs followed by a 
security crisis simulation

Associate Professor Dr ZHANG Jian from 
the Australian Defence Force Academy, 
University of New South Wales, opened the 
session by touching on one of the major 
flash-points of the Asia-Pacific region, 
the Korean Peninsula. Professor Andrew 
O’Neil of Griffith University, gave his view 
on the response of middle powers, such 
as Australia, Indonesia and Vietnam, to a 
rising China. The last speaker, Brigadier 
Michael Mahy from the Australian Defence 
Force, explained how defence cooperation, 
such as the kind carried out between 
Australia and China, can help countries 
avoid conflict. 

Following a question and answer session, 
delegates put the speakers’ presentations 
into practice as they grappled with a 
recalcitrant North Korea in a security 
crisis simulation.

ACYD Gala Dinner

Held at the spectacular Queensland Art 
Gallery I Gallery of Modern Art, delegates 
had a private viewing of the APT8 
exhibition. Over dinner, delegates heard 
from Brisbane Chinese Consul Dr Zhao 
and Professor Colin Mackerras.  

DAY 2 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5

THEMES:

URBANISATION, SUSTAINABILITY AND ICONIC BUILDINGS 
THE AUSTRALIA-CHINA-US RELATIONSHIP
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On day three of the Dialogue, the 
delegates travelled to Currumbin  
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Session 6: US-China relations

In the beautiful surrounds of the 
Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary on the Gold 
Coast, delegates were treated to a special 
session which saw Tom Switzer, Research 
Associate at the US Studies Centre at 
Sydney University, and journalist Peter 
Cai engage in a robust and entertaining 
discussion spanning Australia, China and 
United States relations.

Mr Cai reflected on the growing need to 
understand contemporary business, finance 
and technological issues as they relate to 
the Australia-China relationship. He also 
presaged the importance of innovation 
both within the public and private sectors, 
in order to deliver stronger growth and 
alleviate concerns raised by uncertainty in 
the global economic landscape.

Mr Switzer shared his insight into the 
complex nature surrounding the US-
China relationship and what this might 
mean for Australia in the short to 
medium term. Anything but simple, it 
was made clear that the range of issues 
confronting Australia as the United States 
and China seek to find common ground 
in their day to day interactions, are worth 
considerable reflection.

Delegates were also given the opportunity 
to engage in a dynamic question and 
answer style forum in the second half 
of the session, where Mr Switzer and 
Mr Cai displayed an impressive depth of 
knowledge about US-China relations and 
offered some vignettes on how Australia 
and China might cooperate in the Indo-
Pacific region.

This session was a standout for some 
delegates and indeed organisers, raising 
a number of important questions for the 
Australia-China bilateral relationship, but 
also in answering a number of prescient 
challenges raised in previous sessions.

Session 7: Chinese tourism 
in Australia: Opportunities, 
challenges and implications

Beyond the facts and figures about the 
growing numbers of Chinese tourists 
visiting Australia, the Australian tourism 
industry plays a key role in developing 
Australia-China relations through 
not only economic means but also 
intercultural understanding. 

In a discussion panel joined by Daniel 
Gschwind, CEO for the Queensland 
Tourism Industry Council, Dr. Ying Wang, 
Senior Lecturer in Sustainable Tourism at 
Griffith University and Emma McDonald, 
Manager for Tourism Investment, Policy 
and Major Project Facilitation at Austrade, 
the delegates heard about the current 
state of, and future trends, opportunities 
and challenges for, Chinese tourism 
in Australia. Delegates also listened 
and participated in a lively discussion 
regarding the role that tourism plays in 
developing soft power and its influence on 
the diplomatic and political relationship 
between Australia and China.

DAY 3 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

THEMES:

US-CHINA RELATIONS 
TOURISM
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The day began with a warm welcome from 
Kip Hanna, Head of Super Regional Business 
Development, Corporate and Commercial 
Banking, ANZ who kindly hosted our session 
at ANZ’s office in Brisbane.

Session 8: Entrepreneurship 

As the world economy struggles to find 
areas of growth, Australia and China 
are looking to home-grown innovation 
and entrepreneurship. The timing of the 
ACYD 2015 Entrepreneurship session was 
felicitous as Australian Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull announced his much 
anticipated ‘Innovation Statement’ on the 
morning of the session. The eclectic and 
highly accomplished panel consisted of 
Professor Kent Anderson, Deputy Vice 
Chancellor of the University of Western 
Australia; Terry Hilsberg, a successful 
China-based venture capital investor; 
Rohan Workman, Director of the Melbourne 
Accelerator Program (MAP); and Jemma 
Xu, CEO and Co-founder of Tripalocal. 

Rohan kicked off the session by coaching 
delegates on how to successfully pitch an 
idea to investors. Kent, Terry and Jemma 
then spurred a panel discussion which 
included questions from Topic Champions 
Ming Deng and Ross Tan. In the second 
half of the session, delegates were split 
into groups and were required to pitch an 
innovative product/service to potential 
investors (the panellists), competing to win 
the coveted ‘ACYD Dragon’s Den’ trophy.

Session 9: Closing lunch and 
keynote address

At the closing lunch of the sixth ACYD, 
Clinton Dines, Former President of BHP 
Billiton China, talked about the lessons he 
learned in a career spanning nearly four 
decades in China. 

Clinton was closely involved in one of the 
earliest Sino-Foreign joint ventures in 
China in 1980.

As part of his overview Clinton 
referenced and spoke to the importance 
of recognising a generational shift and 
change taking place in both countries 
and how this presents real opportunities 
to engage in ways not previously 
possible. He highlighted how Australia’s 
relationship with China had, to date, 
been predominantly defined by buy / 
sell business transactions which lacked 
deeper engagement. He implored all 
next generation leaders to use new 
opportunities to take the relationship to 
higher heights.

DAY 4 MONDAY, DECEMBER 7

THEMES:

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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KENT ANDERSON
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Community 
and Engagement) and Professor, 
University of Western Australia

Professor Kent Anderson is an 
international lawyer who specialises in 
comparing Asian legal systems. He joined 
the University as Deputy Vice Chancellor 
(Community and Engagement) in 2014. 
He has an eclectic background, having 
completed tertiary studies in US, Japan, 
and the UK in Law, Politics, Economics 
and Asian Studies. He also worked as a 
marketing manager with a US regional 
airline in Alaska and as a commercial 
lawyer in Hawaii. 

Before joining UWA, Kent was Pro Vice 
Chancellor (International) at University 
of Adelaide and before that foundational 
director of the School of Culture, 
History and Language at the Australian 
National University. 

He started his academic career as 
associate professor at Hokkaido University 
Law School in Japan. Kent is on the New 
Colombo Plan Advisory Board, the Board of 
Canberra Grammar School, and a variety of 
academic and community boards including 
the Languages and Cultures Network for 
Australian Universities (LCNAU).

PROFESSOR THE HON BOB CARR 
Director, Australia-China Relations 
Institute 

The Honourable Bob Carr is Professor in 
International Relations at the University 
of Technology, Sydney (UTS). He is the 
Director of the Australia-China Relations 
Institute (ACRI), the only Australian think 
tank devoted to illuminating the Australia-
China relationship. 

Professor Carr is a former Foreign 
Minister of Australia (2012-2013). He is 
also the longest continuously serving 
Premier in New South Wales’ history 
(1995-2005). 

MICHAEL CARTER
Executive Vice President Strategy and 
Business Development, Aurizon

Michael has broad experience in 
leadership roles over a 25-year career 
in the rail industry, including freight, 
passenger and heavy haul rail operations. 
His experience includes significant 
national and international industry roles in 
the rail and transport sectors.

He has been a core member of Aurizon’s 
executive leadership team for a decade, 
playing a prominent role in the Company’s 
transformation program and successful 
transition from a government owned 
railway to a top 50 ASX company.

Previously as Executive Vice President 
Network, Michael managed annual 
services to customers for over 200 million 
tonnes of freight in a business with assets 
valued over $5 billion, over $1 billion in 
annual revenues and capital investment 
programs up to $1 billion per annum.

ACYD SPEAKERS
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MR JOHN W.H. DENTON AO
Partner and Chief Executive Officer, 
Corrs Chambers Westgarth 

A global leader in three arenas; a legal 
expert in the areas of government, 
workplace relations, and international trade 
and investment; a national business leader 
and an international adviser on global policy. 
His advice is sought by the nation’s most 
prominent corporations and by governments 
and international bodies alike.

Appointed as an Officer of the Order of 
Australia (AO) in 2015 by the Governor-
General in his capacity as Chancellor of 
the Order of Australia. He was recognised 
in 2015 “for his distinguished service to 
business and commerce, particularly in 
the legal profession, to the visual and 
performing arts sectors, to social welfare 
and the rights of refugees”. 

CLINTON DINES
Former Chief Executive Officer and 
President of BHP Billiton (China), 
Non-Executive Director of Fonterra 
Cooperative Group Limited

Clinton arrived in China in early 1979 on 
a post-graduate program arranged by 
Griffith University and has lived and worked 
continuously in the Greater China Region 
for almost 36 years, mostly in mainland.  

Early in his business career Clinton 
occupied frontline operational and 
commercial management positions in 
China with the Jardine Matheson Group, 
the Santa Fe Transport Group and Asia 
Securities Venture Capital. In 1988 he was 
recruited by BHP to be the company’s 
senior country executive for China and 
stayed with the group for more than 
21 years, retiring as President of BHP 
Billiton China in July 2009. Throughout 
his career Clinton has specialised in both 
the strategies and business practices 
involved in negotiating, establishing and 
operating Sino-Foreign ventures, and in 
the management and development of 
foreign-invested and operated businesses 
in China. 

EAMONN FITZPATRICK 
Former Senior Press Secretary to 
Prime Ministers Rudd and Gillard, 
Director of Hawker Britton 

One of Australia’s leading government 
relations and public affairs practitioners, 
Eamonn Fitzpatrick currently advises 
some of the nation’s highest profile 
companies and organisations on 
effectively working with all levels  
of government.

He offers high-level strategic 
communications, government relations 
and media relations advice – including 
crisis media management and media 
training – and an unrivalled insight into the 
workings of Australian and international 
news media.
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DANIEL GSCHWIND 
Chief Executive Officer, Queensland 
Tourism Industry Council

Daniel Gschwind is the CEO for the 
Queensland Tourism Industry Council 
(QTIC). QTIC is Queensland’s peak tourism 
industry body with more than 3,000 
regional members. 

Daniel represents QTIC on various 
committees and advisory boards including 
the Tourism Research Advisory Board, 
University of Queensland Industry Advisory 
Board, the Griffith Institute for Tourism 
Advisory Board, the Bond University 
Regional Advisory Board, the GBRMPA 
Tourism Reef Advisory Committee (TRAC) 
and the Reef and Rainforest Research 
Centre (RRRC). He is also the deputy 
chair of ATAP Ltd that owns the Australian 
Tourism Accreditation Program and is 
chair of Australian Tourism Awards Ltd.

Daniel is an Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Queensland Business School.  
He is the Honorary Consul of Switzerland 
for Queensland.

KIP HANNA 
Head of Super Regional Business 
Development, Corporate and 
Commercial Banking, ANZ 

International Banking Executive 
supporting Australian businesses trading, 
investing or expanding into Asia Pacific. 
Focused on both inbound and outbound 
transactions. 

Kip has 21 years international experience 
in the financial services sector; with 
leading banks (ANZ, Merrill Lynch 
Bank of America, St George Bank) and 
professional advisory firms (Deloitte, 
Grant Thornton). 

Kip has worked for ANZ for the last 10 
years including recently spending 2 
years in China as Senior Advisor to ANZ’s 
partner Shanghai Rural Commercial Bank. 
Kip was responsible for supporting SRCB’s 
leadership team with their strategy as well 
as providing SRCB banking solutions for 
ANZ customers operating in China. 

TERRY HILSBERG
Venture Capital Investor

Terry by original trade(s) was a pilot, 
software engineer and econometrician, 
based upon degrees earned at the 
University of Sydney. 

After leaving the RAAF he was a 
public servant and became CIO of the 
Commonwealth Employment Service and 
the senior public servant in charge of 
Australian Government innovation policy 
and programs during the first venture 
capital bubble.

He then became a venture fund general 
partner, based out of Japan, both raising 
a fund (The Japan Australia Venture 
Capital Fund) and investing in early stage 
Australian technology companies (such 
as Cochlear).
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LEI LI ARCHITECT
Cox Architecture

An experienced Project Architect and 
Associate of the company, Lei Li has 
worked on architectural and planning 
projects across a number of sectors in 
Australia and internationally. His sector 
experience includes master planning 
and landscaping projects; commercial, 
residential, convention and exhibition, 
education, sports and recreation, hotels 
and resorts facilities. His key completed 
projects include the Dubai World Trade 
Centre Concept master plan; Dubai 
Festival City – Zone 14 office park and 
the Malaysia IOI office park development. 
Lei is currently working on the Dubai Al 
Bustan – Hotel concept. 

MICHAEL MAHY 
Brigadier, Australian Army

Brigadier Michael Mahy graduated from 
the Royal Military College, Duntroon to the 
Royal Australian Infantry Corps in 1987.

His regimental service was completed 
with the 6th Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment (6RAR) and the Second 
Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment 
(2RAR). He has commanded deployed 
troops at every level of regimental 
command, including as Officer 
Commanding Rifle Company Butterworth, 
Malaysia. As a Battalion Commander 
he commanded the Australian Defence 
Force’s (ADF) Ready Deployment 
Battalion Group.

Brigadier Mahy has had a wide variety of 
staff appointments since Command and 
Staff College across recruitment, reserve 
force readiness, force generation planning, 
force development and joint operations 
within the Defence Personnel Executive, 
Army Headquarters, Headquarters 
Land Command, Headquarters Forces 
Command, and Joint Operations 
Command. He is currently the Director 
General Military Strategy in Strategy 
Group, Department of Defence.

RYAN MANUEL 
Research Fellow and Graduate 
Fellow, Australian National University

Ryan Manuel is Strategic Research Fellow 
in the Australian Centre on China in the 
World (CIW), and Asian Century Graduate 
Fellow at the Crawford School of Public 
Policy, both at the Australian National 
University. His research interests are 
Chinese domestic policy and Australia-
China relations, in the pursuit of which he 
manages CIW’s Australia-China research 
stream and the Morrison Project. Ryan is 
also a member of the Editorial Board of 
both East Asia Forum and East Asia Forum 
Quarterly. His most recent publication 
is A New Australia-China Agenda (with 
Geremie Barmé).
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EMMA MCDONALD 
Manager, Tourism Investment, 
Policy and Major Project Facilitation, 
Austrade

Emma McDonald is an expert in foreign 
direct investment, project feasibility and 
development, policy and planning across 
several industries, most recently in 
tourism. She has over 20 years’ experience 
with the private sector and with state 
and commonwealth governments in 
project delivery, program management, 
public affairs, major project facilitation, 
indigenous affairs and regulatory reform.

Currently an employee of the Australian 
Trade Commission (Austrade), Emma 
manages a national team which 
specialises in tourism investment, policy 
and deregulation. She also designed and 
implemented a national tourism major 
project facilitation service, which works 
with state and territory governments 
to help proponents of major tourism 
projects navigate and streamline 
government approvals.  

ANDREW O’NEIL 
Professor, Griffith University

Andrew O’Neil is Professor of Political 
Science and Head of the School of 
Government and International Relations 
at Griffith University. From 2010 to 2014, 
he was Director of the Griffith Asia 
Institute and previously Associate Dean for 
Research in the Faculty of Social Sciences 
at Flinders University. Prior to entering 
academia in 2000, Andrew worked as a 
Commonwealth Public Servant.

Andrew has taught and supervised at all 
levels in Australian universities and has 
delivered classes at Nankai, Hiroshima, 
and National Chengchi Universities. 
As part of research teams, he has won 
funding from the Australian Research 
Council (most recently for a Discovery 
Project on extended deterrence with 
Stephan Fruhling from ANU) and between 
2009 and 2013 Andrew was editor-
in-chief of the Australian Journal of 
international Affairs.

CHI TANG 
Architect, BVN

Chi Tang is an architectural graduate 
from an award-winning top tier 
international architecture firm, BVN. 
She has worked on a variety of project 
types including aged care, educational, 
workplace, public, residential and a range 
of design competitions.

She is currently working on an 
Independent Living Unit project which 
is developing new design ideas that 
involves substantial research to 
establish a benchmark in high density 
living for aged residents.
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COLIN PATRICK MACKERRAS AO 
Emeritus Professor, Griffith 
University

Colin Patrick Mackerras AO, FAHA is an 
Australian Sinologist, Emeritus Professor 
at Griffith University, and specialist in 
Chinese culture. He has written works 
on Chinese drama, national minorities of 
China, Australian-Chinese relations and 
Western images of China.

TOM SWITZER 
Lecturer and Research Associate, 
University of Sydney 

Tom Switzer is a lecturer in politics and 
international relations and a research 
associate with the United States Studies 
Centre at the University of Sydney where 
he edits the American Review, an online 
journal of opinion on US politics and foreign 
policy. In 2015, he also hosts a Radio 
National show called Between the Lines on 
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.

From 2009 to 2014, Switzer was the 
Australian editor of The Spectator 
magazine in London, the oldest 
continuously published English-speaking 
publication in the world. Before that, 
he was opinion editor at The Australian 
(2001-08), an editorial writer at the 
Australian Financial Review (1998-01) and 
assistant editor at the Washington-based 
American Enterprise Institute (1995-98). 

YING WANG 
Senior Lecturer, Griffith University

Dr Ying Wang is a Senior Lecturer of 
Sustainable Tourism at Griffith University.  
Her fields of research expertise include 
destination management and marketing, 
responsible business practices, and 
Chinese outbound tourism to Australia. 

She has published more than 50 papers 
in peer reviewed internal journals and 
conference proceedings in the field of 
tourism and hospitality management 
such as Annals of Tourism Research, 
Journal of Travel Research, and Journal 
of Hospitality and Tourism Research. 
Her current research projects include 
Chinese tourist experience, geopolitically 
sustainable tourism, travel technologies, 
online engagement using eye-tracking 
methodology, and hotel human resource 
management. She also serves as an 
ad hoc reviewer for top tourism and 
hospitality journals. Prior to academia, 
she worked in hotel and business sectors 
in China.
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ROHAN WORKMAN 
Director, University of Melbourne

Rohan is passionate about 
entrepreneurship and its capacity to 
creatively solve problems in a sustainable 
manner that creates wealth for founders, 
employees and our nation. 

Currently the Director of the Melbourne 
Accelerator Program (MAP) and the 
Director of Entrepreneurial Programs, 
Carlton Connect Initiative at the University 
of Melbourne, Rohan oversees MAP 
and plays a critical role in establishing 
and nurturing programs to leverage the 
unique assets of the University to create 
new ventures. In 2014 Swedish research 
firm UBI Global ranked MAP the 13th best 
program of its kind in the world from over 
800 programs in 67 countries.

JEMMA XU 
CEO and Co-founder, Tripalocal

Jemma Xu is the CEO and Co-founder of 
Tripalocal, a travel tech platform focused 
on bringing authentic local experiences 
to Chinese outbound travelers. Tripalocal 
was in batch #2 of the Telstra backed 
incubator muru-D and closed an angel 
round of A$850,000 led by a Chinese VC. 
Jemma is currently working closely with 
Terry Hilsberg, Chairman of Tripalocal 
to prepare for Tripalocal’s next phase of 
growth in China. 

Prior to cofounding Tripalocal in late 2014, 
Jemma was an investment banker with 
Macquarie Group, primarily focusing on 
opportunities in the natural resources 
sector. Jemma was also a National 
Executive for the Australia China Young 
Professionals Initiative.

JIAN ZHANG 
Deputy Head of School, School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
UNSW Canberra at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy

DR. JIAN ZHANG is Deputy Head of 
School, School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, UNSW Canberra, the University 
of New South Wales at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy. He received his 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from 
Zhejiang University, China, and his PhD 
from Murdoch University in Australia. He 
specializes in Asia-Pacific Security affairs 
especially China’s foreign and security 
policies, China’s military modernization 
and Australia-China relations. He has 
published widely in various international 
journals and edited volumes. He is a 
member of the Australian Committee of 
the Council for Security Cooperation in the 
Asia Pacific (AUS-CSCAP).
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ZHAO YONGCHEN 
Consul General of the People’s 
Republic of China in Brisbane

Dr. ZHAO Yongchen assumed his current 
position as Consul General of the People’s 
Republic of China in Brisbane in July, 
2013, following his previous posting as the 
Minister of the Chinese Embassy in Russia 
Federation since 2011.

Before he started his life as a career 
diplomat, Dr. Zhao had a long history 
engaged in teaching, research and 
practices of law and law enforcement. He 
was the professor of the People’s Public 
Security University of China, where he 
published plenty of works and essays 
on criminal law, international law, and 
international politics. He was appointed as 
the Deputy Director General of the Ministry 
of Public Security and worked there for 
10 years. He is also the Adjunct Professor 
of the School of Languages and Cultures, 
University of Queensland since 2014.



2015 ACYD 
SUMMARY REPORT

16

MATT BAKER
Matt Baker is a biophysicist based at the 
Victor Chang Institute and the Centre 
for Single Molecule Science at UNSW, 
in Sydney. He studies the origins and 
function of the bacterial flagellar motor 
- the remarkable nanomachine that 
rotates the propellers that makes most 
bacteria swim.

Matt finished a BSc (Hons) at the 
Australian National University and was 
subsequently awarded a John Monash 
Scholarship to complete his DPhil 
in Physics at Oxford University. He 
returned home to Sydney in 2013, and 
began collaborating extensively with the 
Biodynamics Optical Imaging Center 
(BIOPIC) at Peking University to investigate 
the rise of bacterial persistence and 
antibiotic resistance.

Matt thoroughly enjoys outreach 
and science communication. He has 
performed his science poetry at music 
festivals in Europe and Australia and, in 
2015, Matt was awarded an ABC ‘Top 5 
Under 40’ fellowship to produce content 
for Australia’s national broadcaster. 
Matt also fences épeé for Australia and 
in 2014 he represented Australia at the 
Commonwealth Fencing Championships. 
Indeed, Matt has lost many bouts to 
excellent fencers from China, and is 
embarrassed that he does not currently 
speak Mandarin, but will not let this 
prevent him forging new scientific and 
social links between Australia and China.

JEREMY BROWNLIE 
Griffith University Fellow

Jeremy Brownlie is a research scientist 
and Deputy Head of the School of 
Natural Sciences at Griffith University, 
Brisbane Australia.

His research team investigates the impact 
bacteria have on sleep and human health. 
Jeremy is the Deputy Head of the School 
of Natural Sciences at Griffith University, 
responsible for the School’s research, 
international and community engagement 
activities. He has brokered agreements 
between Griffith University and five 
Chinese Universities that deliver education 
and research partnerships focused on 
Energy production and storage, Food 
security, and Drug discovery. By working 
in collaboration, Griffith University and its 
Chinese partners seek to address some of 
the major social and economic challenges 
facing China and Australia now and in the 
coming years.

Jeremy is the Secretary for Science and 
Technology Australia, the national peak 
body that represents Australia’s 68,000 
Government, University and Industry 
based scientists and technologists, and 
promotes their views on a wide range of 
policy issues to all levels of government 
and the broader community.

Jeremy holds a Bachelor of Science (Hons) 
and a PhD (Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology) from the Australian National 
University, and was a University of 
Queensland Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
from 2003-2008.

CHEN JIAN 
International Department, Central 
Committee of the Communist Party  
of China

Chen Jian is currently Third Secretary in 
the Division of Oceanian Affairs, Bureau 
VII (North American, UK, Oceanian 
& Nordic Affairs) of the International 
Department of Central Committee, 
Communist Party of China (IDCPC). His 
work focuses on promoting exchanges 
and cooperation between the CPC and 
the political parties in Australia, New 
Zealand and the Pacific Island Countries 
and policy analysis concerning China’s 
relations with those countries.

Prior to joining IDCPC in 2012, Jian 
worked as an IT management specialist 
in the Head Office of Agricultural Bank 
of China (ABC), involving in designing of 
office automation projects and IT appraisal 
management within the bank.

Jian holds degrees in diplomacy from 
Renmin University of China (RUC). He 
earned his Master of Law (majored in 
diplomacy) in 2009 and Bachelor of Law 
(majored in diplomacy) in 2007. Jian 
is passionate about China-Australia 
relationship and is keen to develop and 
focus his understanding on Australian 
history and politics. He hopes to gain 
deeper insights into the importance and 
influence of the bilateral ties through 
getting more involved in the people-to-
people exchanges.

ACYD DELEGATES
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MING DENG
Ming Deng is currently a Network Technical 
Expert at Telstra responsible for managing 
the network services and infrastructure 
for Commonwealth Bank of Australia, a 
$1 billion managed service contract. Ming 
has been engaged in professional services 
in the ICT, Mining and Telecommunication 
industry across Australia, China, USA 
and New Zealand for over 5 years. 
These opportunities, and his early life in 
Guangzhou China, sparked his interest and 
passion in Australia-China relations.

Ming is the Co-Founder of uSharity, a 
social enterprise that aims to bridge the 
gap between business and charity to boost 
their fundraising capacity. Ming is also 
a Committee Executive of the Australia-
China Young Professionals Initiative, 
and was guest speaker on SBS Chinese 
Radio Program “正在行动” on the topic of 
“How the Australian Mining industry can 
face China’s economic transition” for his 
insights on the Mining industry.

In May 2015, Ming was one of the delegates 
of the Trade Mission to Israel which was 
organised by the Australia-Israel Chamber 
of Commerce. The trip deepened Ming’s 
understanding on Israel’s unique innovative 
and entrepreneurial eco-system and 
broaden his vision and thinking on global 
innovation and collaboration.

Born in Guangzhou, Ming came 
to Australia to study in 2008. He 
graduated with a Masters in IT at 
University of Technology, Sydney. To 
gain deeper understanding of Australia, 
Ming participated in the UTS:BUiLD 
Leadership program in 2009 and worked 
for Sydney International FIFA Fan 
Festival 2010 as a volunteer.

JOHN FAN
Dr John Fan is a Lecturer in Finance 
at Griffith Business School. John’s 
research interests include asset 
pricing, behavioural finance, alternative 
investments, sustainable finance and 
investments in superannuation. John 
is currently working on a project with a 
team of researchers at Griffith University 
and Peking University to model the price 
of carbon emissions in the pilot phase of 
China’s emissions trading system. John 
has provided research consulting work 
for asset management and advisory firms 
based in Sydney and Brisbane.

John received a PhD in Finance and 
a BFin with First Class Honours from 
Griffith University, during which he was 
awarded multiple university and industry 
scholarships in excess of AUD110,000. 
John’s honours dissertation is published 
by the Australian Journal of Management 
and his doctoral work is published by 
the Journal of Banking & Finance, both 
of which are leading finance journals. 
He is also a frequent presenter at 
universities and international conferences. 
John has taught extensively in a wide 
range of finance courses covering 
Money Banking and Finance, Corporate 
Finance, Investment Analysis, Portfolio 
Management, Financial Institutions 
Management, Risk Management, 
Multinational Business Finance and 
Investments in Financial Planning. He 
has recently been awarded the Griffith 
University Excellent Teacher for 2014.

FENG JINHENG 
Jinheng Feng, PhD candidate at Bond 
University Faculty of Law, is a co-founder 
of the city-wide Gold Coast Chinese 
Students and Scholars Association 
(GCCSSA) and the current Chair of the 
GCCSSA Scholars Subcommittee.

Jinheng is a recipient of the Australian 
Prime Minister’s Australia Asia Award 
for his doctoral research from 2012 to 
2016 in Australia. He was also a recipient 
of the German Chancellor Fellowship 
from 2011 to 2012, and is one of the very 
few German Humboldt Scholars in legal 
science in Australia.

Prior to coming to Australia in 2012, 
Jinheng had had around ten years working 
experience in tourism and education. 
He was the project manager of an 
intercultural communications project 
sponsored by the German National 
Association for Student Affairs and the 
Robert Bosch Foundation from 2010 to 
2011. Jinheng holds degrees in German 
Literature and Law from both China and 
Germany. He has study and working 
experience in China, Germany and 
Australia, and is fluent in three languages. 
Apart from his research interest in law, 
Jinheng has a strong interest in promoting 
intercultural communications, and is 
currently serving as the Gold Coast 
Mayor’s International Student Ambassador 
for fostering the ongoing communications 
between Chinese community and  
local communities.  
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SCOTT GIGANTE 
New Colombo Plan Fellow

Scott Gigante is the 2015 New Colombo 
Plan Fellow for China. He is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science in mathematics and 
computer science at the University  
of Melbourne.

Scott is currently on exchange at Fudan 
University studying Chinese as part of a 
Diploma of Languages concurrent to his 
degree. As part of the New Colombo Plan 
scholarship, he is also undertaking an 
internship with VMware Shanghai working 
as a data analyst and software engineer. 
He is also the Secretary for the Shanghai 
branch of the Australia-China Youth 
Association for 2015-16.

Fluent in Mandarin, French, and currently 
studying Spanish, Scott takes particular 
interest in language, highlighting the 
importance of bilateral exchange as a 
founding member of an English club 
at his workplace whose mission is to 
improve local staff members’ fluency in 
English language and culture. Through 
opportunities like these, Scott is excited to 
be a part of continued collaboration, both 
in the software industry and in general, 
between Australia and China.

TOM GOLE 
University of Queensland Fellow

Tom Gole is a consultant with the Boston 
Consulting Group in Melbourne. He 
provides strategic advice to public and 
private sector organisations on a range 
of topics, including sustainability, urban 
economics, digital transformation and 
procurement. He previously worked in 
BCG’s New York office in the financial and 
energy sectors. 

Prior to joining BCG, Tom earned a Ph.D. 
in Economics from Harvard University, 
where his research focused on public 
finance, environmental economics and 
political economy. Examples of his work 
include documenting the changes in 
the global financial system following 
the global financial crisis and their 
effects on the macroeconomy, studying 
the regional variation in the effects of 
climate change and developing new 
models of committee decision-making. 
He also worked with the Harvard Water 
Security Initiative on management of 
transboundary water systems. 

Tom holds a Bachelor of Economics and 
a Bachelor of Laws from the University 
of Queensland, both with first class 
honours. He has previously worked at the 
International Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank and the Reserve Bank of Australia.  
From 2012-2014 Tom was a delegate 
to the Australian American Young 
Leadership Dialogue.

JULIA GORMLY
Julia Gormly works in Strategic Policy 
Division at the Department of Defence, 
advising on Australia’s security interests 
in the Indo Pacific region and Australia’s 
relationships with foreign partners 
including China. During her time in 
government, Julia has supported bilateral 
and multilateral strategic dialogues 
between Australian ministers and officials 
and their regional counterparts.

Julia is concurrently a student at the 
Australian National University’s College 
of Asia and the Pacific, and will graduate 
with a Master of International Affairs in 
2016. Prior to this, Julia graduated in 
Arts and Laws from the University of New 
South Wales and was admitted as a lawyer 
in the Supreme Court of New South Wales.

Julia has a strong interest in regional 
defence and security matters and in 
Australia China relations. She believes a 
robust and resilient relationship benefits 
both countries and looks forward to 
exploring innovative ways to advance 
shared interests at the 2015 Australia-
China Youth Dialogue.

Julia is also passionate about learning 
and teaching other languages. Julia is a 
French and Spanish speaker and previously 
taught English as a second language. Julia 
is currently studying Mandarin and looks 
forward to putting her new skills to work 
with her fellow delegates.
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HU DAN 
Foundation for Australian Studies in 
China Fellow

Ms. HU Dan teaches Australian Economy 
and Its Economic Relations with China, 
Legal Translation, Interpretation and 
other BA and MA courses at the School of 
English and International Studies. She has 
been doing research on China-Australia 
relations, especially on the economic 
front. Her PhD thesis, which is to be 
completed, examines China’s investment 
in Australia during the Labour government 
and the latter’s FDI policy and approach 
towards China.

Ms. Hu was delegate to the 2015 China 
Australia Millennial Project ChAFTA 
Thinktank, exploring opportunities and 
challenges faced by businesses with the 
signing of Free Trade Agreement. Ms. Hu 
is now chairing and participating in several 
projects on China’s investment in Australia 
and Australia’s investment policy, with 
funding from the National Social Science 
Fund, ACC, Information Center for 
Worldwide Asia Research and BFSU. She 
has also commented on related issues on 
media, including China Central Television 
and (Australia) Financial Review.

JANE KERR
Jane’s passion for China and empowering 
people to understand different cultures 
is founded on her upbringing in PNG 
and the Solomon Islands. She learnt 
Mandarin from a young age and moved 
to Australia at 15, going on to receive 
a Bachelor of International Business 
and Bachelor of Asian and International 
Studies (majoring in Mandarin) with Class 
One Honours from Griffith University. 
She also undertook exchanges at Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University and Peking 
University – specialising in Chinese 
language and culture.

She is presently in the final stages of 
submitting her PhD dissertation at Griffith 
titled ‘Developing China’s Managers of 
Tomorrow’ which specifically examines the 
career management of the one child policy 
generation at some of the largest hotel 
chains operating in China. Throughout her 
PhD and Honours, Jane spent annually up 
to three months in China and Hong Kong 
conducting interviews and research.

After five years as a lecturer and tutor 
teaching international management 
courses at Griffith, Jane joined Asialink 
Business as the Research Manager in July 
2014. She has been the project manager 
and lead researcher of inaugural projects 
including the recently launched country 
starter packs designed to assist Australian 
businesses to understand and navigate 
individual markets such as China.

AYESHA DE KRETSER
Ayesha de Kretser started her career as 
a journalist in Shanghai in early 2004, 
covering foreign business and investment 
issues for a range of publications. As 
China Steel and Raw Materials Editor for 
Steel Business Briefing, she developed 
strong relationships with Chinese steel 
behemoths and appreciation of the 
environmental and political issues at the 
core of China’s industrial development.

Covering the Chinese, Australian and 
Indian steel, iron ore and coking coal 
industries from Shanghai as prices soared 
alongside trade tensions, Ayesha spent 
almost five years in China deepening her 
expertise before relocating to Sydney to 
cover resources and commodities for The 
Australian Financial Review newspaper 
in mid-2008. During her five years at the 
AFR, Ayesha broke numerous stories 
about iron ore, which had become the 
Australia-China trade relationship’s most 
contentious battle.

In 2013 she was asked to join ANZ’s 
media relations team and again given 
the opportunity to use her experience 
and knowledge of China as the bank’s 
super regional expansion gathered pace, 
largely driven by the trade opportunity 
presented by Chinese growth. A year 
later she was promoted to the role of 
Head of International Communications 
and relocated to Hong Kong, where 
she manages a team of staff from ten 
countries including China.
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EDWINA KWAN
Edwina specialises in cross-border 
disputes with an emphasis on 
international arbitration and commercial 
litigation. She is currently based in Sydney 
and has also practiced in Beijing, Hong 
Kong and Perth.

Edwina advises commercial clients, 
governments and state owned entities in 
the private equity, telecommunications, 
construction, energy & resources, 
banking & finance and international 
trade sectors and has experience 
representing clients in international 
arbitration proceedings before tribunals 
in a number of jurisdictions including 
China, UK, Australia, Hong Kong, Sweden, 
India, Cambodia and Mongolia. Prior to 
working in the corporate sector, Edwina 
worked on a landmark Native Title 
case in Western Australia and was an 
advisor to the Commonwealth Attorney-
General’s Department on national security 
matters, including providing legal advice 
on the status of Australian detainees in 
Guantanamo Bay.

She has also been active as a pro bono 
legal advisor to asylum seekers on 
Christmas Island. Edwina is a Co-founder 
of the China Young Arbitration Group in 
Beijing, a guest lecturer for the Masters of 
Law program in International Arbitration 
and Dispute Settlement at Tsinghua 
University and a guest lecturer for the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Diploma 
in International Commercial Arbitration. 
Edwina is admitted in New South Wales, 
Hong Kong and the High Court of Australia 
and speaks English and Mandarin.

FRANKIE LEUNG 
ANZ Fellow

Frankie Leung is currently a Relationship 
Manager in ANZ’s Corporate & 
Commercial Banking division in 
Brisbane. He manages a portfolio of 
clients operating in various industries 
which include importers/exporters, 
manufacturers, retailers, professional 
services, property investors & developers.  
In this role, he has assisted clients in 
expanding into Asia by connecting them to 
ANZ’s offices in Guangzhou and Shanghai 
as part of ANZ’s Super Regional strategy.  
Frankie has also managed a lot of the 
inbound investment into Australia.

Frankie studied Actuarial Science at the 
University of Toronto and has worked 
in both Toronto and Hong Kong before 
deciding to settle back to Brisbane where 
he grew up.

He is passionate about strengthening 
the Australia-China relationship with 
the recent signing of the China Australia 
Free Trade Agreement as he sees the 
opportunities between the two markets. It 
is now up to the new generation of young 
leaders to drive a successful outcome.

LIN YIMING 
China Institute of Contemporary 
International Relations

Lin Yiming, 24, a researcher at the 
Beijing-based think tank China Institutes 
of Contemporary International Relations 
(CICIR), mainly focuses on Pakistan and 
South Asia issues.

He has taken part in various research 
projects and in preparing reports/papers 
for CICIR and other institutions on South 
Asia and counter-terrorism related issues, 
including International Terrorism and 
Counter-Terrorism Yearbook 2013/14, 
Strategic and Security Review 2014/15, 
The Handbook of Country Risk 2015, etc.

Previously he obtained B.A. Degree from 
Peking University (PKU) in 2014 majoring 
in Urdu Language and Literature at 
Department of South Asian Studies. Urdu 
is the national language of Pakistan and 
an officially recognised regional language 
of India, while also serves as the lingua 
franca in northern India and elsewhere 
in the Subcontinent for Muslims. He also 
holds B.S. Degree with Double Major 
in Economics from National School of 
Development, PKU.
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LIU SIJIA (Scarlett)

Sijia has extensive experience within 
different UN agencies internationally 
on pioneering projects and a legal 
background from Renmin University of 
China. She currently works in UNICEF 
China working on a national child poverty 
alleviation project, which is a partnership 
between UNICEF China and the State 
Council Leading Group Office of Poverty 
Alleviation and Development.

Previously, she worked for UN Women 
Preventing and Eliminating Domestic 
Violence against Women Programme, 
which gained prominence in Asia and 
the Pacific where she presented on the 
project’s behalf to the United Nations 
Development Program in Istanbul for 
their Global Consultation in 2011. She 
subsequently was a consultant working for 
the UN Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific based in Bangkok, 
during which she was responsible for 
providing technical support to research on 
national policy of regional countries, and 
multilateral negotiations.

Sijia Liu also has a strong interest in 
Chinese traditional culture. In 2012, she 
was invited to a talk show on CCTV as a 
guest speaker about Chinese traditional 
masterpiece. She was also the host of 
Global Chinese Competition (Hanyu Qiao) 
organized by Ministry of Education of 
China, which was held in British Museum, 
UK and broadcasted on CCTV.

NENGYE LIU
Dr Nengye Liu is a Senior Lecturer at 
the School of Law, University of New 
England, Australia. 

Prior to moving to Australia, he was 
based in Europe for eight years. Dr Liu 
completed his PhD in Law at Ghent 
University (Belgium). Following his PhD, 
he was first awarded a postdoctoral 
fellowship by the “Future Ocean” Cluster 
of Excellence, University of Kiel (Germany), 
then a prestigious Marie Curie Fellowship 
by the European Commission, hosted by 
the University of Dundee (UK).

Dr Liu’s research interests include 
the law of the sea, international 
environmental law, Chinese law and 
European Union law. He has more than 40 
single/first authored publications in both 
English and Chinese. Moreover, he has 
presented his research results in more 
than 20 countries across 5 continents.

Dr Liu is a qualified Chinese lawyer with 
working experience at King & Wood 
Mallesons, the China International Trade 
and Economic Arbitration Commission and 
the Singapore International Arbitration 
Centre. He also holds a Bachelor of Law 
and a Master of International Economic 
Law from Wuhan University, China.

ROSIE LUO
Rosie Luo is a member of Macquarie 
Infrastructure and Real Assets team 
in Greater China. She has played an 
important role in the acquisition and asset 
management of several infrastructure 
assets in China, particularly in the water 
industry. Rosie has also supported 
investor relations and fundraising process. 
Rosie held a master degree from Peking 
University and a bachelor degree from 
Tsinghua University.
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PAN JIAYUAN
Jiayuan Pan is an advisor within the 
external affairs team of Rio Tinto China, 
and currently assists with the delivery 
of the company’s China stakeholder 
engagement strategy, particularly 
engagement with Chinese government 
and business partners. She is skilled in 
multiple disciplines within the extractives 
industry including government and 
corporate relations, policy and sustainable 
development, with special insights into 
the Australian and Chinese market. 
She was heavily involved in multiple 
Australia-China joint ventures and 
partnerships, working with an extensive 
network of Chinese business partners and 
government bodies.

A firm believer in partnerships, she is also 
an active promoter of regional dialogues 
between the Australia business and its 
major markets including China, Japan, 
South Korea, India and other ASEAN 
countries. She enjoys working with a 
diverse network of people in a multi-
cultural context, and is a passionate 
supporter of cross-cultural exchanges. 
She aspires to establish deeper and 
more extensive relationships within the 
Australia-China circle, and contribute 
to the long-term mutually beneficial 
relations between the two countries.

Jiayuan possesses a Master’s degree in 
Journalism and Communication from 
Tsinghua University.

SCOTT REID
Scott Reid, a qualified lawyer and chartered 
company secretary has been active in 
the Australia – China relationship for 15 
years. Full undergraduate scholarships 
to attend Tsinghua University and Harbin 
Institute of Technology in 2001 provided the 
foundation to learn Mandarin and presaged 
a successful legal and business career in 
Hong Kong and Shanghai.

Scott got his start while still a student 
at the University of Newcastle assisting 
local firms engage with China. Local 
‘Millennium Train’ contractor Transform 
Composites employed Scott to facilitate 
discussions with China suppliers. The 
Newcastle Stock Exchange hired Scott 
to assist building their China profile. 
Also, several Hunter Valley based mining 
services firms used Scott to assist the sale 
of coal industry technology to China.

Post-graduation, Scott’s part-time hobby 
grew into a full time career. Initially 
working as a lawyer in Newcastle at 
Moray and Agnew his first client was a 
China based mining conglomerate. Scott 
also advised coal exporters and coal 
supply chain firms on their China related 
activities and served as an Advisory 
Director and Trade Missions Committee 
Chair of the Hunter Export Centre (a NSW 
Government initiative).

In 2007 Scott relocated to Hong Kong 
to work for top tier Australian law firm 
Mallesons and this provided opportunities 
to advise global businesses on their 
China activities. During the subsequent 
decade Scott established law firm and 
fiduciary businesses in Shanghai and 
advised Chinese investment funds on 
their outbound investment activities. 
Scott recently served as advisor to well-
regarded Sydney based fund manager, 
EG Funds Management in relation to their 
China fund raising activities. 

KATE ROBERTSON 
Corrs Chambers Westgarth Fellow

Kate is a lawyer based in Brisbane, 
Queensland.

As an Associate in Corrs Chambers 
Westgarth’s construction practice, Kate 
works closely with both government and 
private sector clients on the procurement 
and delivery of major infrastructure 
projects, with a focus on Public Private 
Partnerships. Kate has particular 
expertise in advising on significant road 
and rail infrastructure projects.

Prior to joining Corrs, Kate worked for 
several years as a Legal Advisor in the 
Legal Branch of the Victorian Department 
of Premier and Cabinet. In that role, she 
advised the Premier and the Department’s 
executive team on the delivery significant 
Victorian transport infrastructure projects.

Kate holds Bachelor’s degrees in Law and 
Music from the University of Melbourne.  
She plays the piano and clarinet, 
and performed with the University of 
Melbourne Orchestra whilst studying at 
the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music.

Kate has a long-held interest in China 
and has visited the country several 
times. As a projects lawyer, she is 
particularly interested in the Asia Pacific 
infrastructure gap and the role that both 
China and Australia will play in facilitating 
the delivery of priority infrastructure 
projects in the region.

Kate is conversationally fluent in 
Mandarin, having studied for a number of 
years at the University of Melbourne and 
the University of Queensland.
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KATE SMITH 
University of Melbourne Fellow

Kate graduated with a BA/BSc from 
the University of Melbourne in 2010 
and left for China for the start of four 
and a half years spent working and 
studying in Nanning, Taipei and Beijing. 
In 2013, she received the prestigious 
John Monash Scholarship to begin a 
Masters of Environmental Engineering 
at Tsinghua University and was recently 
awarded the university’s Outstanding 
Thesis award for her final dissertation. 
She is currently continuing her studies 
at Tsinghua University through a PhD in 
Environmental Engineering.

The connection between water and energy, 
and the modelling of urban water supply 
infrastructure are currently the main 
focuses of Kate’s research. Her research 
received Best Presentation Award at the 
2014 International Water Association Young 
Water Professionals Conference. She 
supplements her studies with experience 
leading water filter projects in rural 
areas of northern China as President of a 
student-based organisation called RISE.

To enhance the experience of international 
students at Tsinghua University and 
those returning to Beijing from the 
University of Melbourne, Kate is also part 
of the Tsinghua Postgraduate Education 
Advisory Committee and the University of 
Melbourne Alumni Association (Beijing). 

Kate grew up in Cairns, Queensland. 

ROSS TAN
Ross is a young scholar and serial 
entrepreneur who is passionate about 
sustainable consumerism, international 
education and cultural exchange, with 
particular focus on Australia-China 
relations.

Ross is a co-founder of Australian Natural, 
the first specialist importer of Australian 
organic and biodynamic premium wines 
and fine foods into China, at the forefront 
of fast-growing “affordable luxury” and 
“green lifestyle” segments within China’s 
consumer market.

Whilst at Australian National University, 
Ross served on the editorial staff of the 
East Asia Forum and the Federal Law 
Review, and was an active member of 
ACYA during its earliest days. He also 
received numerous scholarships and 
awards, including the ANU National 
Undergraduate Scholarship, five ANU 
Law Prizes and the 2014 Prime Minister’s 
Australia Asia Endeavour Award. For 
his Endeavour Award, Ross undertook 
fieldwork research for his Asian Studies 
Honours thesis exploring the lived 
experiences of Australian students at 
Chinese universities. This thesis was 
subsequently awarded First-Class 
Honours and currently in the process of 
being published.

Ross is also applying his research findings 
in practice, recently founding a brand new 
non-profit service provider, Orient Abroad, 
which offers professional on-the-ground 
support and mentoring to Australians 
studying abroad in Asia on behalf of the 
Australian Government and universities.

NICOLE THOMAS 
Foundation for Australian Studies in 
China Fellow

Nicole Thomas is a resource and 
energy policy specialist with extensive 
international experience and a keen 
interest in China’s economy and culture.

Nicole is currently the Manager of the 
Energy Markets Team in the Office 
of the Chief Economist within the 
Australian Government Department of 
Industry, Innovation and Science. She 
has recently published the Review of the 
socioeconomic impacts of coal seam gas 
in Queensland and is involved in analysis 
of international LNG markets and issues, 
including the fundamentals of China’s 
gas demand.

Prior to this, Nicole was the Resources 
and Energy Counsellor at the Australian 
High Commission in New Delhi, 
undertaking outreach and liaison with 
the Indian government and private sector 
where energy challenges loom large. She 
has an extensive network of contacts in 
the resources and energy sectors, both 
in Australia and internationally, including 
through previous policy roles responsible 
for offshore petroleum exploration, carbon 
capture and storage, and mine safety.

Nicole’s interest in China was sparked 
when she visited Beijing and Hebei 
Province as project manager for the 
Australia-China Coal Mine Safety 
Demonstration Project. She is currently 
focussing on the Chinese economy as part 
of her Master of Resource and Energy 
Economics, and is also learning Mandarin.



2015 ACYD 
SUMMARY REPORT

24

LI WANG
Dr. Li Wang received a B. Eng. degree 
in Materials Science and Engineering 
from Shandong University in P.R. China, 
and her Ph.D. in Engineering from 
Griffith University, Australia. Dr. Wang is 
currently a Research Fellow working at 
Griffith University.

Her research interests include the 
preparation, characterisation, and 
applications of post-silicon semiconductor 
materials, especially silicon carbide. 
The unique properties of SiC make it a 
promising material for the applications in 
the following area: (1) as photoelectrodes 
for solar water splitting cells; (2) as 
templates for the fabrication of energy-
efficient blue light emitting diode (LED) 
and high electron mobility transistor 
(HEMT); (3) micro-electro-mechanical 
systems (MEMS), such as negative 
temperature coefficient thermistors and 
strain sensors. The research projects that 
Dr. Wang involved in are all closely related 
to the industry, with an aim to bridge 
the gap between academic research and 
industry practice.

Li is passionate about Australia and 
China’s relationship and is keen to explore 
the possible ways to develop win-win 
collaboration with Chinese universities, 
research centres and companies 
from industry. She contributed to the 
development of the worldwide industrial 
and academic collaborations across 
the area of material preparation, device 
fabrication and characterisation.

TIM WATTS
Tim Watts is a Federal Member of 
Parliament representing the seat of 
Gellibrand. Since being elected in 2013, 
he has served in a variety of positions in 
the Parliament including as the Deputy 
Chair of the House of Representatives 
Standing Committee on Health and 
Secretary to the Federal Parliamentary 
Labor Party. He also co-authored the 
book, “Two Futures: Australia at a Critical 
Moment” (Text Publishing) with fellow 
Labor MP, Clare O’Neil.

Prior to being elected in September 2013, 
Tim was a senior Manager at Telstra. He 
was also a corporate lawyer at Mallesons 
Stephen Jaques, Senior Advisor to former 
Victorian Premier John Brumby and Deputy 
Chief of Staff to Senator Stephen Conroy. 
Tim holds a Masters of Science (Hons)
(Politics and Communications) from the 
London School of Economics, a Masters of 
Public Policy and Management (Monash) 
and a Bachelor of Laws (Hons, Bond).

While Tim’s ancestors arrived in Australia 
in the 1840s, his wife arrived in Australia 
from Hong Kong in the 1980s. In this way, 
Tim’s children are at once both second 
and sixth generation Australians. As a 
result, Tim is a passionate advocate for 
Australia’s harmonious multicultural 
society and particularly our people to 
people relationships with Asia.

XIAO LEI
Xiao Lei is a master student in the 
School of Public Policy and Management, 
Tsinghua University. She has also received 
her Bachelor’s degree in English language 
and literature in Tsinghua University. Such 
a compound knowledge structure enables 
Xiao Lei to analyze social issues with a 
wider perspective.

Her academic interest in the cross-
cultural study and cultural government 
stems from her interest in Chinese 
culture. She has participated in a series of 
culture research projects. In this summer, 
she has just finished her academic visiting 
program in Maxwell School of Citizenship 
and Public Affairs, Syracuse University 
in the United State. These experiences 
further trained her critical thinking and 
gave her opportunities to apply knowledge 
in practice.

A passion for intercultural communication 
and understanding, especially in 
Australia-China relationship, has been 
fostered through her oversea experiences. 
As a Chinese youth representative and 
Tsinghua delegation, Xiao Lei has taken 
part in translational communication in 
Madrid, Greece, Turkey, New York, and 
Los Angeles. Her wish in cross-cultural 
communications is to see the world and 
let the world know and understand China 
better. So she is so excited in bridging 
the cooperation and dialogue between 
Australia and China to promote cultural 
understanding in both countries.

Xiao Lei is so interested in Australia 
culture and also loves Chinese 
culture. Through her over ten-year 
study in Chinese dance, she has been 
a professional level dancer and has 
performed many Chinese classic and folk 
dances on the international stages.
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BOHUA XU
Bohua XU is currently working as assistant 
manager at strategy consulting group 
at Jones Lang Lasalle (JLL), the world 
leading urban development investment 
management firm. He has been working 
on a diverse range of projects across 
multiple sectors, including real estate 
development, infrastructure, agribusiness, 
tourism and international capital market 
management in China, Australia, The 
United States etc. Bohua is dedicated 
to promote the sustainable “urban 
ecosystem” from social, economic and 
environmental perspectives. Prior to 
working at JLL, Bohua has also worked 
for American Planning Association(APA), 
McKinsey & Company Consulting.

Bohua has a passion for promoting the 
bilateral relationship between China and 
Australia. Bohua was the president of 
Chinese Students and Scholars Associate, 
GSD when he was studying at Harvard 
University. He has involved organizing 
a series of forums, lecture about 
international relations, and facilitated a 
large number of multilateral collaborative 
projects, which introduced a cultural bridge 
between real China and the whole world.

Academically, Mr. XU holds an MDesS 
(Subject in Urban Economics and 
Development) from Harvard University, 
U.S., an MLA degree(Hons) from USC, U.S. 
and a Bachelor of Landscape Planning 
Degree(Hons) from Tongji University, China. 

Bohua has various hobbies, especially 
traveling. He has been to 45 countries 
and more than 135 regions and cities. He 
believes that travelling can change the 
vision and the way of seeing the world.
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MAJOR PARTNERS

ASSOCIATE PARTNERS

FELLOW PARTNERS

SUPPORTERS

ACYD would like to acknowledge the generous and ongoing support of our Major Partners, Associate Partners, Fellow Partners, 
and Supporters who helped make 2015 ACYD an enormous success.
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